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[Abstract] Objective: To conduct a bibliometric and visual analysis of the current status, hotspots, and
trends of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) research on breast cancer based on the scientific knowledge mapping
tool CiteSpace. Methods: Literature data were retrieved from Peking University Chinese Core Journals and
CSCD-source journals in the China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) and Wanfang Data Knowledge
Service Platform (Wanfang Data) via advanced search, covering the period from January 1, 1990, to October 30,
2025. After applying literature screening criteria, CiteSpace 5.8.R3 was used to construct knowledge maps for
authors, institutions, and keywords. Results: A total of 497 literatures were included from CNKI and 492 from
Wanfang Data. After deduplication and manual screening, 712 literatures were selected as sample data for the
study. The analysis showed that the number of publications on TCM research of breast cancer presented a
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gradual growth trend, which could be divided into four stages: initial exploration stage (1990-2000), steady
growth stage (2001-2012), large—scale development stage (2013-2019), and explosive growth stage (2020-2025).
The field has formed core author collaboration groups represented by SITU Honglin, LIU Sheng, LU Deming,
LIN Yi, WANG Xiaomin, and etc., with large network scales and high publication volumes. These groups are
the core research teams in the field and have certain collaborative relationships among them. A total of 514
institutions were involved, among which 19 institutions published =10 papers. Longhua Hospital Affiliated to
Shanghai University of Traditional Chinese Medicine had the highest number of publications (51 papers), followed
by Guangdong Provincial Hospital of Chinese Medicine (46 papers). The co—occurrence knowledge graph of
institutional collaboration networks formed three core regional networks centered in Shanghai, Beijing, and
Guangdong, reflecting the regional concentration of TCM resources. The research focuses on four core directions:
traditional advantages of TCM, integration of Chinese and western medicine, cellular and molecular mechanisms,
and integration of modern technologies. It presents development trends from disease treatment to full —cycle
health management, from extensive intervention to precision targeting, and from single therapy to multi-method
synergy, which are highly consistent with the core objectives of the WHO Global Breast Cancer Initiative (GBCI).
Conclusion: This study reveals the academic network, research hotspots, and development rules in the field

through visual graphs, which can provide references for the clinical application, scientific research innovation,

and international development of TCM in breast cancer.
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