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[Abstract] As pathways of Qi, Qi street and Qi collaterals are both important components of acupuncture
theory. Through the research on traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) literature, this paper systematically sorts
out the origin and flow relationship between Qi street and Qi collaterals. From the aspects of structure and
function, disease syndrome treatment and modern research, it demonstrates that Qi street belongs to the category
of Qi collaterals and is a larger Qi collateral. Furthermore, it proposes that the Qi street theory and Qi collateral
theory should be combined and applied in clinical acupuncture treatment. Qi street theory focuses on macro—

regulation, while Qi collateral theory focuses on local lesions. The combination of the two theories can provide

more references for acupuncture methods and acupoint selection, improve the law of examining pathological

collaterals, and reduce the difficulty of examination.
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