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[Abstract] Objective: To analyze the academic status and formation mechanisms of regional traditional
Chinese medicine (TCM) journals, explore the evolutionary characteristics of functional reshaping, and construct
systematic optimization strategy. Methods: Taking Journal of Hunan University of Chinese Medicine, Guiding
Journal of Traditional Chinese Medicine and Pharmacy, and Hunan Journal of Traditional Chinese Medicine as
research objects, based on bibliometric data from 2015 to 2024, CiteSpace visualization tool was used to construct
an evaluation system for analysis from dimensions such as publication volume, impact factor, citation frequency,
core author distribution, and keyword clustering. Results: There were significant differences in the academic
status of the three journals. Journal of Hunan University of Chinese Medicine had an average citation per paper
of 12.21 and a high-cited paper ratio of 3.3%, demonstrating disciplinary leadership. Guiding Journal of
Traditional Chinese Medicine and Pharmacy had a total citation of 73,079, reflecting the advantage in commu-—
nication breadth. Hunan Journal of Traditional Chinese Medicine had a 60% decrease in publication volume
and focused on clinical application value. Functional reshaping presented three —dimensional characteristics:
Knowledge production shifted from homogenization to professional division of labor covering "basic and cutting—
edge research", "traditional and modern integration", and "clinical and grassroots application". The platform

role transformed from a "publication platform" to an "innovation platform". The service function expanded into
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a knowledge hub connecting multiple subjects. The three journals played the roles of knowledge producer,

disseminator, and application promoter respectively in the regional innovation ecosystem. Conclusion: Resource

endowment, strategic choices, and functional positioning are the key factors leading to differences in academic

status. Journal functions are undergoing in—depth remodeling from single communication to diversified services.

It is suggested to promote the high—quality development of regional TCM scientific journals through strategies

such as strengthening differentiated positioning, advancing collaborative innovation, and constructing a "journal +"

ecosystem.

[Keywords]| traditional Chinese medicine scientific journals; academic status; functional reshaping; optimization

strategies; differentiated development; knowledge hub; bibliometric analysis
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